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in the rebels' hands; and this particular habitation and
the estate contiguous to it (belonging to my father-in-
law, actually in his Majesty's service) very much suffer-
ing for want of some friend to rescue it out of the power
of the usurpers, so as to preserve our interest, and take
some care of my other concerns, by the advice and
endeavor of my friends I was advised to reside in it,
and compound with the soldiers. This I was besides
authorized by his Majesty to do, and encouraged with
a promise that what was in lease from the Crown, if
ever it pleased God to restore him, he would secure
to us in fee farm. I had also addresses and cyphers, to
correspond with his Majesty and Ministers abroad: upon
all which inducements, I was persuaded to settle hence-
forth in England, having now run about the world, most
part out of my own country, near ten years. I therefore
now likewise meditated sending over for my wife, whom
as yet I had left at Paris.

14th March, 1652. I went to Lewisham, where I heard
an honest sermon on i Cor. ii. 5-7, being the first Sun-
day I had been at church since my return, it being now
a rare thing to find a priest of the Church of England
in a parish pulpit, most of which were filled with Inde-
pendents and Fanatics.

i5th March, 1652. I saw the <(Diamond}> and ^Ruby"
launched in the Dock at Deptford, carrying forty-eight
brass cannon each; Cromwell and his grandees present,
with great acclamations.

18th March, 1652. That worthy divine, Mr. Owen, of
Eltham, a sequestered person, came to visit me.

ipth March, 1652. Invited by Lady Gerrard, I went
to London, where we had a great supper; all the vessels,
which were innumerable, were of porcelain, she having
the most ample and richest collection of that curiosity in
England.

22d March, 1652. I went with my brother Evelyn to
Wotton, to give him what directions I was able about
his garden, which he was now desirous to put into some
form; but for which he was to remove a mountain over-
grown with huge trees and thicket, with a moat within
ten yards of the house. This my brother immediately
attempted, and that without great cost, for more than a
hundred yards -south, by digging down the mountain,
18lace, there being now so little
